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PRIORITIES—HOW THEY WORK 


O.P.M. Issues Special Order for Maintenance and 
Repair of Canning Machinery 


The Division of Priorities of the Office of Production Man- 
agement has as its function the regulation of the distribution 
of materials, supplies of which are inadequate to meet ex- 
panding needs of the defense program. The Division seeks 
to prevent the building up of excess inventories and to pro- 
mote “scheduling”, that is, such coordination of all produc- 
tive systems as will insure a steady flow of materials from 
the raw product to the finished goods. 

To accomplish its objective of uninterrupted progress in 
the defense program, the Division of Priorities classifies in- 
dustries into two broad groups: (1) defense industries, and 
(2) civilian industries. Precise classification into these two 
groups is impossible, because some industries are engaged 
in producing articles for both defense and civilian needs. 
There are also industries classified as civilian that are in- 
directly essential to the defense program. The objective, how- 
ever, is to put all defense requirements ahead of other needs 
and to supply non-defense requirements rapidly. 

To accomplish these objectives, O.P.M. has developed cer- 
tain basic instruments, These are: First, Distribution instru- 
ments, that is, orders regulating raw material allocation; 
second, Identification instruments, that is, orders or regula- 
tions that classify finished products on the basis of their 
relative importance in the defense program. 


Distribution Instruments 


Distribution instruments, or orders, by the Division of 
Priorities, are used to effect: 


1. Complete mandatory control, industry-wide, over about 
15 materials, such as aluminum, steel, copper, chromium, 


Distribution of Letter is Speeded 


In order that canner members at distant points may 
receive the INroRMATION LeTTER more promptly, the 
Association plans to airmail a copy to each firm in its 
membership who, under the mailing schedule published 
hy the Post Office Department, would not receive the 
Lerrer until later than Monday afternoon. The Let- 
ter is placed in the mails around noon on Saturday. 
To minimize the additional expense involved, a single 
copy of the Lerrer will go airmail to each member at 
its head office. Copies for staff members of firms, for 
branch offices, etc., will go, as heretofore, by first class 
mail. The plan will be put into effect with this week's 
issue on an experimental basis to determine whether 
it will work out to the satisfaction of the membership 
at points distant from Washington. 


rubber, ete. Special “M” orders have been issued to regu- 
late the distribution of these materials. 
2. Inventory control, a milder form of industry-wide con- 


trol, over another group of about 15 materials, an example 
of which is Seneel Metals Order No. 1. 


Identification Instruments 


Identification instruments, which classify finished products 
on the basis of their relative importance to the defense 
program, include (1) Army and Navy orders, (2) blanket 
ratings, (3) project ratings, (4) individual ratings. 


Army and Navy orders.—Preference ratings are granted 
Army and Navy orders involving any materials listed on the 
Priorities Critical List, which include about 300 items. 


(Continued on page 6654) 


EXPLANATION OF BID SCHEDULES 


Adviser to Purchase Division Sets Out Considera- 
tions Governing Bidding Dates 


Numerous canners have written the Association and the 
Division of Purchases of the Office of Production Manage- 
ment relative to the invitations issued by the Army for bids 
on canned foods, stating that these invitations were sent out 
at an inopportune time. The Association has received from 
J. Howard Hamilton, Special Adviser in the Division of 
Purchases, a letter which sets out the circumstances leading 
to the issuance of the invitations, and this letter is reproduced 
for the information of the industry. Mr, Hamilton stated: 


Since invitations to bid on various canned fruits and vege- 
tables went out to canners from the Army's central pur- 
chasing offices, we have received a great many letters ad- 
vising us that the dates set for opening the bids were not 
properly correlated with the packs and that it would be diffi- 
cult for canners to respond because they were unable to 
estimate the size of their packs, costs, etc. 

We have a pretty fair understanding and appreciation of 
the canners’ problems in responding but apparently the 
canner does not fully realize the difficulty we are up against. 
Let me assure you that opening dates were delayed as long 
as possible, al in some instances probably too long. 

Here is the Army's side of the picture. Most bids are 
to be opened about August 20. Add to this five days 
for making abstracts and awards, 14 days for inspection, and 
14 more for labeling and transit time from canneries to 
camps that are widely separated, and this brings you up 
to September 22. Even then, supplies have only reached 
those camps that can handle carload quantities and for 
the smaller camps it is going to be necessary, at the dis- 
tributing depot, to re-assemble and ship mixed cars which 
will probably require another seven days. 

Supplies for the first quarter of the fiscal year, July, 
August and September, are now in the camps being con- 
sumed and the invitations that are now out cover supplies 
to be used beginning October 1. Normally, if our schedule 
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were maintained, these supplies would be at final destina- 
jy 15 so that there would be a 15 days’ reserve 
on hand. 


The Army sincerely hopes that individual canners will 
respond with at least their proportionate share and, if every 
canner does this, the burden will not be great on anyone. 
If packs have not been completed, canners may bid on 
both spots and futures and the Army can take its imme- 
diate rush requirements from the spot merchandise, 


Recent Army Invitations to Bid 


The Chicago Quartermaster Depot has issued an invita- 
tion for bids on 549,000 dozen No, 10 cans of tomatoes with 
alternative bids acceptable for 2,000,000 dozen No. 24's or 
2,947,400 dozen No, 2's. Bids will be opened August 22. 


On August 25 bids will be opened at Chicago on 300,100 
dozen No, 24% cans of pumpkin; 125,000 dozen No. 10 cans 
of spinach, with alternative bid on 453,700 dozen No. 24's; 
131,100 dozen No, 10's sauerkraut, with alternative of 480.- 
700 dozen No. 2%'s; and 75,000 dozen No. 2% cans of 
sweet potatoes, 


Chicago also issued invitations August 11 for bids to be 
opened August 21 on the following quantities of canned meat 
products: 32,904 seven-ounce and 13,980 six-pound cans of 
sliced, dried beef; 141,096 twenty-four ounce cans, corned 
beef hash; 2,124 six-pound cans, pork luncheon meat; and 
166,080 cans of meat and vegetable stew. 


The Quartermaster Supply Officer at the San Francisco 
General Depot had bids scheduled for opening August 18 
on 100,000 dozen cans of Red salmon, 554,000 dozen cans 
Coho salmon, and 140,000 dozen cans of Chum salmon. The 
invitation asked for No. 1 cans, tall or flat. On the same 
date the Chicago Quartermaster Depot had scheduled the 
opening of bids on 9,024 cans of sausage in 1-pound, 8- 
ounce containers. 


Changes were made this week in quantities sought in in- 
vitations issued by the San Francisco Quartermaster for 
bids on canned apricots, cherries, pineapple, peaches, and 
pears, and which were to have been opened on August 12, 
13, 14, 16, and 18, respectively. The quantities, as revised 
from those reported in last week's INrormMATION LetTeER, are 
as follows: 


Apricots—56,464 dozen No. 10 cans (alternate, 203,270 
dozen 24's) and 78,968 dozen No. 24's; Cherries—43,134 
dozen No. 24's with 64,700 dozen No, 2’s as alternate; 
Sliced pineapple—125,556 dozen No. 10's (alternates, 452,000 
dozen No. 24's or 678,000 dozen No. 2's) and 414,146 
dozen No, 24's with 621,210 dozen 2's as alternate; Crushed 
pineapple—21,150 dozen 10's (alternates, 76,140 dozen 21's 
or 114,210 dozen 2's) and 86,000 dozen 24's with 129,000 
dozen 2's as alternate; Peaches—-259,954 dozen 10's (alter- 
nate, 935,834 dozen 24's) and 268,712 dozen 24's; Pears—- 
107,828 dozen 10's (first alternate, 388,180 dozen 24%'s and 
second alternate, 582,270 dozen 2's) and 233,982 dozen 21's 
with alternate of 350,970 dozen 2's. 


F.S.C.C, Asks for Weekly Salmon Offers 


The Surplus Marketing Administration, through the Fed- 
eral Surplus Commodities Corporation, this week inaugu- 
rated its part of the salmon purchase program agreed upon 
by canners and government agencies. Details of the general 


program were announced by the Office of Price Administra- 
tion and Civilian Supply and published in last week's 
Lerrer. 


The F.S.C.C., in their announcement to the trade, states 
that offers of canned salmon (Reds, Cohoes, Pinks, and 
Chums) will be received weekly, beginning Monday, August 
18, for acceptance in whole or in part not later than the 
following Wednesday. 


Purchases under two new canned fruit programs also were 
announced during the week when the Department of Agricul- 
ture made known that offers of 88,174 cases of apricots and 
84,000 cases of freestone peaches had been accepted. The 
apricot purchases were divided between 15,050 cases of whole 
unpeeled fruit and 73,124 cases of halves. 


Some canners have been reluctant to make offers under 
F.S.C.C. announcements because of their fear that they will be 
unable to obtain the specified export boxes. It is understood, 
however, that F.S.C.C. officials will be able to assist them 
in the matter and canners no longer should delay in making 
offers on this account. 


The following table lists purchases of items in’ which 
canners are interested: 


TOTAL PURCHASES: SELECTED COMMODITIES 


Purchases 


Commodities Aug. Aug. 15 Mar. 15-Aug. 15 


Peas (bushels)... . 
Carrots (bushels). 
Snap beans (bushels)... ... 
Tomatoes (bushels)... . 
Heets (hushels) . 
Corn (bushels) 
Peaches (bushels) . 
Plume (lug boxes) 
Dry beans (bags) 
Evaporated milk (caser) 
Apricots, canned (cases) 

Halves 

Teaches, freestone, canned (cases) 


3,019,150 


73.124 
15,050 
84,000 


Veterans Administration Invites New Bids 


The Veterans Administration, Arlington Building, Wash- 
ington, D. C., has issued invitations for bids on a variety 
of water-pack (diabetic) fruits, to be opened September 5, 
and for canned sweet potatoes and canned sauerkraut, to be 
opened September 9. 

Specifications for the water-pack fruits are attached to 
the bid-forms which call for the following products and 
quantities: apricots, halves, 1,320 dozen No. 2's; Royal Anne 
cherries, 1,040 dozen 2's; figs, 250 dozen 2's; fruits for 
salad, 410 dozen 2's; yellow cling peaches, halves, 1,400 
dozen 2's; Bartlett pears, halves, 1,440 dozen 2's; sliced 
pineapple, 1,260 dozen 2's; prunes, 370 dozen 2's; red rasp- 
berries, 280 dozen 2's; and strawberries, 260 dozen 2's, 

Four thousand dozen No. 24% cans of sweet potatoes and 
4,150 dozen No. 10 cans of sauerkraut are sought in the 
second invitation. 

Another Veterans’ invitation, asking for bids to be opened 
September 28, was issued on August 14 and called for 3,270 
dozen No. 10 cans of seedless and Muscat grapes. 

Specified quantities of the products named in all three 


invitations are for delivery to’ supply depots at Perryville, 
Md., San Francisco, and Chicago. 


| 
36,001 82,465 
0, 550 42,818 
760 1,193 
2.814 6,799 
7.407 55.070 
5.950 6,160 
244,227 510,646 
2.001 47,137 
14,500 1,745,871 
252,000 
73,124 
84,000 
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SPECIFICATIONS BULLETIN CHANGES 


Revisions by Provisions Committee of Interest to 
Canners Seeking Government Contracts 


The Provisions Committee of the Federal Specifications 
Executive Committee has made certain changes in the bulle- 
tin, “Federal Canned Food Specifications,” since its distribu- 
tion by the War Department in July. The bulletin was 
prepared by the Association and presents a summary of 
revised requirements for government purchases of 18 canned 
products, which were approved by the Committee at time 
of publication, 


Some of the subsequent changes, such as those in the 
designation for size of lima beans, the mold count in Fancy 
catsup and tomato juice, and the definition of canned pear 
seconds are of more interest than others. However, since 
deliveries on government contracts will be checked against 
the corrected specifications, it would be advisable for canners 
to mark, in their copies of the bulletin, all changes that have 
to do with manufacturing procedures or tests on the final 
product, In the list of changes given below. reference is 
made to the page, paragraph, and line of the original bulletin 
where changes should be noted: 


Page 5, last paragraph, line 3.—-Change “5/16” to “9/32.” 


Page 6, paragraph headed “All-Wirebound Construction,” 
line should read “1/6.” 


Page 6.—Last two lines should read as follows: 


“H-Ib(1)c. Notes as to purchases for the Navy: Net 
weight only will be paid for, except that any weight in 
excess of that which is marked on cans will not be paid for. 


Bidders offering material under brand names must signify 
that the material meets the specification in all respects; 
otherwise, such bids can be considered only as alternate 
bids offering material at variance with the specification.” 


Page 9, “E. Detail Requirements, Faney (Grade A),” 
line 2.—Change words “reduced to” to read “with a slight 
amount of water added to produce.” 


Page 9, “Detail Requirements, Standard (Grade C),” line 
1,-Change words “reduced to” to read “with a slight amount 
of water added to produce.” 


Page 11, first paragraph, “Faney (Grade A),” line 2.— 
Insert the word “high” between the words “uniform” and 
“typical.” 

Page 11, second paragraph, “Choice (Grade B),” line 2.— 
Add the words “high and” between the words “reasonably” 
and “uniform.” 

Page 12.—Both the names and the sieve sizes for the 
different sizes of canned lima beans have been changed. The 
entire second paragraph describing the sizes is now as follows: 


“Sizes. Canned lima beans shall be such of the following 
sizes or combinations of sizes as may be specified in the 
invitation for bids: 

“No. 1 size (‘Tiny’) lima beans that will pass through 
a sieve containing 30/64-inch perforations. 

“No, 2 size (‘Small’) lima beans that will pass through 
a sieve containing 34/64-inch perforations, but not through 
a sieve containing 30/64-inch perforations. 

“No, 3 size (“Medium’) lima beans that will pass through 
a sieve containing 38/64-inch perforations, but not through 
a sieve containing 34/64-inch perforations. 

“No, 4 size (‘Large’) lima beans that will not pass 
through a sieve containing 38/64-inch perforations. 


“In determining compliance with the size requirements 
listed above, lima beans shall be considered as of one size 
if 70 per cent or more by count are of the size specified, 

rovided that not more than 10 per cent may be one size 
arger than the predominating size. When combination 
sizes are specified not more than 5 per cent by count may 
be one size larger than the largest size specified.” 


Page 21, “E. Detail Requirements, Fancy (Grade A),” 
line 5.—Change mold requirement from “40” per cent to 
“25” per cent. 


Page 21, “E. Detail Requirements, Standard (Grade C),” 
line 4.—-Change “1.11” to read “1.111.” 


Page 24, a tag immediately following the tables, 
“Fancy (Grade A),” line 3.—-Delete the words “practically 
uniform in size.” Line 4.—Add this sentence: “Not more 
than 5 per cent by count may be less than 10/16-inch in 
diameter.” 


Page 24, second paragraph below tables, “Standard (Grade 
C). lines 2 and 3.—Delete the words “fairly uniform in 
8 


Page 37, fifth agraph, “Seconds (Grade D)” should 
read: “Seconds (Grade D) canned pears may be noticeably 
variable in color, but not off-color; may be noticeably variable 
in size and symmetry; shall be fairly free from peel, core, 
stems, and pathological defects; may be soft and mushy, 
prominently grainy, or hard, but not so hard as to be inedible, 
and shall possess a normal flavor. Unless otherwise specified, 
om, of this grade shall be packed in ‘Water slightly sweet- 
e 


Page 41, “E. Detail Requirements,” line 2.—Change word 
—— to “practically.” Line 3.—Delete the word 
“watermarking” and between the words “discoloration” and 
“shall” insert the phrase “shall be reasonably free from 
watermarking.” 


Page 43, under “E. Detail Requirements”.—Change second 
and third paragraphs to read as follows: 


“Fancy (Grade A) canned spinach shall possess a prac- 
tically uniform typical green color, shall be practically 
free from defects, shall be tender; and shall possess a 
normal flavor.” 


“Standard (Grade C) canned spinach shall possess a 
fairly uniform typical green color, shall be fairly free from 


naam shall be fairly tender; and shall possess a normal 
vor, 


Page 44, “E. Detail Requirements.”—-Add to first para- 
graph [“Fancy (Grade A)"] the following: “Mold filaments 


-—- he present in not more than 20 per cent of microscopic 
ads, 


Page 44, “E. Detail Requirements.”-—-Add to second para- 
graph [“Standard (Grade C)"] the following: “Mold fila- 
ments may be present in not more than 20 per cent of micro- 
scopic fields.” 

Page 45, third paragraph.—Change to read as follows: 

“Type Il. Canned tomatoes are mature tomatoes of red 
or reddish varieties to which has been added the liquid 
strained from peelings, cores, and pieces of such tomatoes 
left from preparing them for canning.” 


Michigan Canners Announce Fall Meeting 


The annual fall meeting of the Michigan Canners Asso- 
ciation will be held November 4 and 5 at the Whitcomb 
Hotel, St. Joseph, Mich., according to an announcement 
by Don S. Morgan, secretary-treasurer. 
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PRIORITIES—HOW THEY WORK 
(Continued from page 6651) 


There are two methods for obtaining preference ratings for 
Army and Navy orders: 


(1) The manufacturer who holds an Army and Navy 
order and needs supplies or equipment to complete that 
order, may obtain a preference rating for such supplies or 
materials by filling in and filing Form PD-3. These forms 
may be obtained from the Army or Navy contracting officer. 

(2) Preference ratings may be obtained for that portion 
of a manufacturer's output that is classified as defense 
under the Defense Supplies Rating Plan. Any company 
desiring to obtain such preference ratings must file PD-25 
with the Director of Priorities, This plan is designed to 
meet the problem of manufacturers who are engaged in 
both defense and civilian production and who, because they 
must start production in advance of receiving defense orders, 
must have aid to secure a steady flow of materials into their 
plants. Preference Rating A-10 is granted to that portion 
of their production entering into defense orders, 

Blanket ratings—In a few instances, the Division of 
Priorities has grouped certain manufacturers who are en- 
gaged in producing articles principally for defense and 
issued a special blanket preference rating that applies to 
all orders. An example is the blanket rating given the 
machine tool and gauge builders. A more familiar example 
to canners is the P-17 order, granting the canning industry 
an A-2 rating for canning machinery and equipment. 


The P-series orders frequently are limited in scope. In 
the case of the canning order, P-17, the A-2 rating was 
granted for only those orders placed prior to June 25, 
1941, for delivery prior to August 31, 1941. 


Project ratings.—Companies desiring to expand their op- 
erations by adding new lines of machinery or by building 
new plants must obtain for each individual case a preference 
rating for that project. 


Individual ratings.—Since many of the requirements for 
materials are not covered by any of the above-mentioned 
Identification Instruments, it is frequently necessary for 
individual companies to obtain preference ratings for their 
company or for individual purchase orders. Individual 
preference rating certificates may be obtained by the use 
of PD-1 or PD-3. PD-3 is used for Army and Navy orders; 
PD-1 for other orders. 

To date, about 300,000 individual certificates have been 
issued by contracting officers for the armed forces, and 
about 10,000 individual preference rating certificates have 
been issued by the Division of Priorities. 


The number of items subject to priority control is in- 


creasing daily. More than 300 items are now on the 
Priorities Critical List, and of these, about 30 materials 
are subject to distribution control. Any purchase order 
requiring the use of any of the materials on the Critical 
List must be accompanied by a preference rating. The fol- 
lowing basic schedule of preference rating is used by the 
Division of Priorities: 


A-10—Assigned to all defense orders unless a higher rating 
has been specifically assigned by the Director of Priorities. 
Higher A ratings may be assigned to specific defense orders 
when the Director rules that such orders are sufficiently 


essential to the defense program to take precedence over 
the general class of defense orders. 

BB—Reserved for emergency assignment by Director of 
Priorities. 

B-1—For manufacture of products used directly or in- 
directly in filling defense orders. 

B-2—-For repairing and replacement of equipment neces- 
sary to preserve essential production. 

B-3—New equipment to preserve essential production. 

B-4 to B-8—Other civilian needs. 

A manufacturer desiring to obtain a preference rating for 
a purchase order may do so by executing one of the Identifi- 
cation Instruments listed above. The instrument to be used 
in each case depends largely on the machinery set up by 
O.P.M. for administering the priorities. The preference 
rating assigned to the purchase order will depend upon its 
relative importance to the defense program, as determined 
by the Division of Priorities. This procedure can be illus- 
trated by reviewing the case of the canning industry. 


Evolution of Canning Machinery Priority 


When it became apparent that canners would have diffi- 
culty in obtaining deliveries of canning machinery and equip- 
ment, the president of the National Canners Association 
appointed a special committee to assist the industry in ob- 
taining preference ratings from the Division of Priorities. 
This committee, named in May, 1941, following the meeting 
of the Board of Directors in Washington, immediately con- 
tacted the Priorities Division of O.P.M. and the Office of 
Price Administration and Civilian Supply to acquaint them 
with the industry's problems. 

Since the canning industry is engaged in producing food 
for civilian needs as well as for defense requirements, any 
priority program adopted for it had to be approved by 
both O.P.A.C.S. and O.P.M. A joint conference of these 
two defense agencies was held June 27 to discuss ways and 
means of aiding the canning industry, and at this conference 
the industry was represented by its Priority Committee. 

It was agreed that a special program be developed for 
the canning industry to take care of the current emergency 
and that, owing to the importance of the industry to the 
defense program and because of the necessity for taking 
care of perishable fruits and vegetables soon to be harvested, 
the industry should be granted a high preference rating, 
either a B-1 or a BB. O.P.A.C.S. prepared the program 
and announced it on July 1, 1941, 

Since O.P.M. was charged with the responsibility of ad- 
ministering priorities, its Division of Priorities prepared and 
issued the emergency P-17 order on July 9, 1941. During 
the time the order was being prepared, additional evidence 
was presented to show the importance to the defense program 
of uninterrupted operations by the canning industry and 
the consequent need for a preference rating of A-10 or 
higher. 

A preference rating of A-2 finally was granted to cover 
that portion of the industry's requirements that were indis- 
pensable to preparations for handling the 1941 crop, that 
is, canning machinery and equipment ordered prior to 
June 25 to be delivered in time for use in the 1941 pack. 
The P-17 order limited deliveries to August 31, 1941, 

The complete program as developed from the June 27 
conference was not fulfilled by the emergency order P-17 
because P-17 did not take care of maintenance and repair 
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needs which arose during the canning season and which had 
not been met by orders for equipment placed prior to June 
25. At the time P-17 was issued, O.P.M. was developing 
a broad blanket order for maintenance and repairs for 26 
industries, including canning. It was expected that the 
general order on maintenance and repairs would be issued 
at about the same time as the special canning Order P-17, 
and that the two orders would operate concurrently, except 
that Order P-17 was limited to deliveries before August 31, 
1941, whereas the general maintenance and repair order 
would be permanent. 


The general maintenance and repair order for the 26 
industries identified with the defense program was to give 
a preference rating of A-10, which, as indicated previously, 
is the general rating given for defense orders. 


In the attempt to write a general blanket order to cover 
26 industries, many problems arose, thus delaying its issuance. 
When it became apparent that the maintenance and repair 
order would not be issued in time to take care of the canning 
industry for the 1941 pack, the industry's Priority Committee 
requested O.P.M. to write a special order for maintenance 
and repairs for the canning industry. The order has been 
prepared and issued, and carries with it a preference rat- 
ing of A-10. 

This order and Preference Rating A-10 will be given to 
the manufacturers of canning machinery and equipment for 
the purpose of obtaining any of the materials on the critical 
list necessary in the manufacture of spare parts or other 
maintenance equipment needed by canners during the cur- 
rent packing season, 


The order will be issued to the manufacturer of canning 
machinery and not to the canner. The manufacturer who re- 
ceives the order from O.P.M. may reproduce it and extend it 
to any companies supplying critical materials to the manu- 
facturer, thus obtaining a preference rating of A-10 (the 
Defense order rating), which should insure fairly prompt 
deliveries. The general maintenance and repair order, when 
finally completed, will include the canning industry. The 
special P-37 order written for the canning industry, is a 
temporary order, becoming effective immediately, and termi- 
nating October 31, 1941. 


In the event a canner for any reason is unable to obtain 
repairs for the maintenance of his machinery or equipment 
by the use of the special order P-37, he may apply for a 
preference rating as outlined above under “Individual Rat- 
ings”. 


O.P.A.C.S, Establishes Ceiling on Sugar 


A ceiling of 3.50 cents per pound on 96 degree raw 
sugars, duty paid, New York, was announced August 12 by 
Leon Henderson, administrator, Office of Price Adminis- 
tration and Civilian Supply. This is the price which pre- 
vailed in mid-July, prior to the recent advance, and it is 0.30 
cents per pound under the price of 3.80 cents prevailing on 
August 11, the announcement stated. 


Action was taken after consultation with officials of the 
Department of Agriculture and other government agencies. 
Section 201 of the Sugar Act directs the Department to 
determine sugar requirements “so that the supply * * * 
shall not result in average prices to consumers in excess of 


those necessary to maintain the domestic sugar industry as 
a whole.” Plans have been made for conferences with proc- 
essors and refiners to consider the question of placing a 
ceiling on refined sugar prices, according to the release. 


WALSH-HEALEY AGE-LIMIT WAIVED 


Under Specified Conditions Women Below 18 May 
Work in California and Hawaii Canneries 


Canneries in Hawaii and California may employ female 
labor under the minimum age (18 years) specified in the 
Walsh-Healey Act under the terms of a proviso the inclusion 
of which in contracts for the sale of canned food futures to 
the Army and Navy has been approved by the Division 
of Public Contracts of the Department of Labor and the 
War and Navy Departments. A request for this action 
was considered by the Walsh-Healey Canning Committee 
which met at Washington on July 29, when it was decided 
that further information on the need for the requested 
modification should be assembled. Subsequently this infor- 
mation was assembled and the granting of the modification 
was cleared with the representatives of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations 
on the Canning Committee. 

The proviso, which sets out the conditions under which 
employment of females under 18 years of age will be per- 
mitted, reads as follows: 


* * * provided that in view of the representations made 


to the Government that an acute shortage of adult female 
cannery labor exists in California and Hawaii, the provisions 
of this subparagraph prohibiting the employment of females 
under the age of 18 shall be waived during any peak season 
in the case of contractors in California and Hawaii if the 
office of the United States Employment Service having juris- 
diction over the county (which term shall mean, in the case 
of Hawaii, the appropriate geographical subdivision of such 
Territory) in which the plant of the contractor is located, 
shall issue to the contractor a certificate addressed to the 
Administrator of the Public Contracts Act and to all Depart- 
ment of Labor inspectors, certifying that the said office has 
been notified of the contractor's requirements of female 
labor; that said office has notified any union having a 
contract with said contractor of such requirements; that 
said office, in conjunction with the State Employment 
Offices in said county and in all adjacent counties within 
a radius of 70 miles from said contractor's plant, has made 
diligent efforts to obtain the required labor from among 
females 18 years of age and over throughout the area 
within the said radius of 70 miles from said contractor's 
plant; that said office has received full cooperation from 
said contractor and from any association of which said 
contractor is a member, in its efforts so to obtain the said 
labor; and that said office has been unable to furnish the 
contractor with sufficient female labor of the ages of 18 
and over to meet the said contractor's requirements; provided, 
however, that no contractor shall employ females in the 
performance of the contract below the age of 16, and pro- 
vided further that females between the ages of 16 and 18 
shall be employed at the wage standards established for 
females of like experience 18 years of age and over. 


Granting of like relief for other canning districts would 
depend upon the existence of conditions similar to those in 
California and Hawaii, the facts as to which were supported 
by statements from public officials and impartial, disin- 
terested people. 
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Rainfall and Temperature Statistics 


The following table, prepared by the Association's Division 
of Statistics, gives the comparative rainfall and temperature 
figures of the weeks ending August 13, 1940 and August 12, 
1941 for the weather stations located in the principal corn 
and tomato producing sections: 


Temperature departure 


Harrisbure, Pa 
Atlantic Cw 


4 


Denver, Colo. 
Sale Lake City, Utah 
Calif. 


8s 


CANNING CROP PROGRESS REPORTS 


Department of Agriculture Issues Information on 
Prospects as of August | 


Reports to the U. S. Department of Agriculture on 
the four important vegetables—-green peas, snap beans, 
sweet corn, and tomatoes—indicate that the aggregate ton- 
nage in prospect for 1941 exceeds the 1940 estimated pro- 
duction of these vegetables by 17 per cent. This is 57 
per cent more than the average production of the same four 
crops during the preceding 10-year (1930-39) period. The 
present outlook is for increased production for each of these 
crops, with the largest increase indicated for sweet corn. 
The acreage planted in 1941 to tomatoes and sweet corn, 
combined, represents over half of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture’s preliminary estimate of the aggregate acreage 
planted to 11 truck crops for processing. 


Over a large part of the United States, the period around 
August 1 is a critical time in the development of these 
crops. Abnormally warm weather reported by the U. 5S. 
Weather Bureau for all central and northern States east of 
the Rocky Mountains during the last week of July drew 
heavily on the soils’ reserve supply of moisture. But up 
until August 1, except for a few scattered areas, the condition 
and yield prospects for unharvested crops were fairly 
favorable. 


By August 1, the season was far enough advanced on the 
four important processing crops so that the Department 
could make an appraisal of the aggregate tonnage in prospect 


for 1941 with comparisons. The following table shows this 


information: 

Indicated 
August 1, 1041 
Tons 

330, 
128,910 
1,138,800 
2,387,000 


3,093 ,920 


10-yr. ave. 
(1930-39) 
Tons 
203 , 560 
81,700 
671,600 
1,579,600 


1940 


* July 15 indicated, 


Following are details from the reports of the Department 
on sweet corn, green and wax beans, tomatoes, and cabbage, 
along with condition reports on lima beans, beets, kraut 
cabbage, and pimientos: 


Sweet Corn 


A production of 1,138,800 tons of sweet corn for processing 
is in prospect for 1941. This indicated production, based 
on reports of the condition of the crop on August 1 and 
probable yield per acre, is about 12 per cent above the 
previous record-high production of 1,014,100 tons harvested 
in 1925. It compares with 727,500 tons estimated for 1940 
and an average of 671,600 tons harvested during the preced- 
ing 10-year (1930-39) period. 


A 1941 yield of 2.63 tons of sweet corn per acre was 
indicated on August 1 for processing. This compares with 
2.32 tons obtained in 1940 and an average of 2.12 tons 
harvested during the preceding 10-year (1930-39) period. 
The August 1 prospective yield for 1941 has been exceeded 
only twice on record: in 1921 when 2.65 tons were har- 
vested, and again in 1939 with 2.66 tons per acre. 


Acreage 
State 


Maine..... 
New Hampshire. . 
Vermont....... 
New York... 
Pennsylvania 
Ohio 

Indiana 

Illinois 
Michigan 
Wisconsin. . 
Minnesota. . 
lowa 
Nebraska... 
Delaware 
Maryland 
Tennessee... . 
Washington 
Oregon 
Other States ® 


Sx 


as 
2 
= 


Total 432,300 
Other States" include: Arkansas, Colorado, Idaho, Kansas, Missouri, 
Montana, New Jersey, Oklahoma, South Dakota, Texas, Utah, Virginia, 
Wyong. 


Green and Wax Beans 


Production a? og for snap beans declined about two 
c 


per cent during the last two weeks of July. A total of 
128,900 tons for canning and freezing was indicated on 
August 1. This prospective production exceeds the 1940 
estimated production of 114,020 tons by 13 per cent and 
the average production of 81,700 tons obtained during the 
preceding 10-year (1930-39) period by 58 per cent. 


On August 1, a yield of 1.75 tons of snap beans was in 
prospect for 1941, This indicated yield compares with 
1.84 tons harvested in 1940 and an average yield of 1.52 
tons obtained during the preceding 10-year (1930-39) period. 
Declines in yield prospects were reported from a few rather 


Stations from normal Rainfall , 
40 
Degrees Degrees Inches Inches 
+5 +1 
— +5 +1 
+3 +2 
+1 +3 
+1 +4 
0 +5 
+4 +5 
Indianapolis, Ind................ +5 +7 
+2 +7 
Minneapolis-St. Paul, Minn...... +3 +7 
0 +8 
Davenport, +1 +8 
Charlies City, Ilowa.............. +1 +8 
Des Moines, lowa............... 0 +9 
Springfield, -2 +4 
+1 +2 
+7 0 
+4 
Production 
1041 1940 1041 
8,200 10,900 39 , 200 
340 570 2,100 
8,300 
78,300 
11,600 30,500 
we 18,000 66,700 
44,000 103 ,300 
; 52,740 187 ,900 
2,400 3,100 
31,000 122,400 
23.600 100 , 500 
2,920 8,300 
; 1,000 2,600 
2,700 8,600 
3,800 19 ,000 
‘ 1,500 6,000 
0,070 20,700 34,000 
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widely scattered, but important, producing States, tating 
Delaware, Maryland, New York, Tennessee, Louisiana, an 
Washington. 


=a 


Maryland 
South Carolina 


x 


California 
Other States * 


— 
— 


73.710 114,020 128,900 


"Other States" inelude: Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Miinois, 
lows, Kansas, Kentucky, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Texas, Vermont, 
Virginian, West Virginia, and Wyoming. 


Cabbage 

Production of cabbage for fresh market and kraut is 
indicated by the Department for the first section of late 
States (Colorado, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey- 
late crop, New York-other and Long Island late crop, Ohio, 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Utah, Washington-late crop, and Wis- 
consin) to be 413,000 tons. While this is a reduction of 
seven per cent under the 444,300 tons produced in 1940, 
it is 15 per cent larger than the 10-year (1930-39) average 
production of 358,600 tons. Most of this cabbage is of 
domestic types but Danish types in Washington and other 
minor areas are included. Prospective yields for the group 
will average one-half ton below the average of last year. 
In the States of Indiana, Michigan, Pennsylvania, yields are 
materially above those of last year but in the important 
States of New York and Wisconsin, prospective yields are 
considerably lower than a year ago. 


A small increase in acreage is indicated again this year 
in the Late Danish type States. The Department estimates 
indicate 34,900 acres for harvest this year in this group 
(Colorado, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin), which is eight per cent 
more than last year. The 1941 estimated acreage is, how- 
ever, four per cent below the 10-year (1930-39) average. 


The Danish crop did not get a favorable start except in 
Colorado. Much replanting was necessary—particularly in 
the important New York area. Recent rains in some areas 
were beneficial, but as the crop will not come into production 
until next month, additional rains will be needed. 


Tomatoes 


Reports from tomato canners and products manufacturers 
on the August 1 condition of the crop and probable yield 
per acre indicate a production of 2,387,000 tons from the 
463.590 acres now estimated as the planted acreage for 1941, 
This prospective production exceeds the previous record 
high production of 2,274,700 tons harvested in 1940 by five 
per cent and the average production of 1,579,600 tons for 
the preceding 10-year (1930-39) period by 51 per cent. 


The August 1 indicated yield of 


rocessing tomatoes of 
5.10 tons per acre compares with 


56 tons harvested in 


1940 and an average of 4.23 tons per acre obtained during 
the preceding 10-year (1930-39) period. Only two years on 
record—1939 and 1940—produced yields greater than are 
in prospect for this year. In 1939, 5.58 tons were harvested, 
and in 1940, 5.56 tons were harvested. 


creage 
Planted 
1941 


Acrea 


New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 
Ohio 


Bie 


' 


58 
| 38 


2 


te 
3} 
> 


© Other States" include: Connecticut, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Mexico, North Carolina, 
Oklahoma, Oregon, South Carolina, Texas, Washington, West Virginia, 
amd Wisconsin. 


* For lima beans “Other States" include: Arkansas, California, Colorado, 
Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Louisiana, Minnesota, New York, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Utah, and Washington. 
For beets they include: California, Colorado, Georgia, Ilinois, Iowa, Kansas, 
Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebraska, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 
Virginia, and Washington. For kraut cabbage they include: Arkansas, Lowa, 
Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, and Virginia. 


Notes on Other Crops 


Following are brief statements concerning crops of interest 
to canners, derived from the report of the Department of 
Agriculture on crop prospects as of August 1. 


this 
ed 
1041 Acreage Production 
Harvested Planted Indicated 
State 1940 1941 140 1941 
0 Acres Acrea Tons Tons A Production 
DOO State 1940 1940 M1 
19,900 1 2 
5,500 6 500 
nent Delaware... 00 23 600 
— 
age, Ilinois 8 800 
3,000 3 — 14.700 
1,160 1 47400 
3 4,400 
ased 
1940 Other States®............. 21,370 
ced- 
Revised, 
was 
with 
tons 
riod. 
eded Condition Reports 
State 1940 1941 
LIMA BRANA Percent cent 
ated dias 70 
+, 300 KRAUT CANBAGR 
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Prospective 1941 dry edible bean crop of 18,728,000 bags 
(100 pounds uncleaned) is the largest in more than 30 years 
and A ewe one-sixth larger than the 16,074,000 bags harvested 
in 1940. 

Prospective apple production in the commercial areas is 
125,568,000 bushels, or 10 per cent above the 1940 pro- 
duction of 114,391,000 bushels. As compared with 1940, the 
prospects are for an increase of nine per cent in the Eastern 
States and 34 per cent in the Central States, and a slight 
decrease in the Western States. 

Prospective pear crop is 31,183,000 bushels, or about one 
per cent less than in 1940. The Pacific Coast crop is now 

laced at 19,036,000 bushels, or four per cent less than 
ast year. The Bartlett crop on the Pacific Coast is indicated 
to be 13,729,000 bushels, or two per cent above that of 1940. 


California dried prune crop is estimated at 220,000 tons, 
compared with 175,000 tons harvested in 1940. Indicated 
production of prunes for all purposes in Idaho, Washington, 
and Oregon is 145,000 tons (fresh basis), compared with 
81,700 tons in 1940. 

Condition of oranges from the 1941 bloom (1941-42 crop) 
is 69 per cent, compared with 70 per cent on the correspond- 
ing date last year. Grapefruit condition was 55 per cent, 
compared with 62 per cent. During July Florida citrus 
areas received abundant rainfall. The “late” bloom in 
Florida was light and is not expected to have much effect on 
total production. Conditions in Texas are improved over 
those of the previous month. 


Truck Crop Production and Acreage Estimates 


Growing conditions for truck crops in early August were 
reported as “about average” by the Agricultural Marketing 
Service in its general summary. 


Prospective production from which market supplies will 
come during August is about five per cent less than a year 
ago, but 15 per cent more than the 10-year (1930-39) average 
production, the summary states. Acreage from which this 
production is grown is one per cent less than last year but 
nine per cent above the average acreage, and indicated yields 
show a corresponding change. 


The production of vegetables which have been mostly 
harvested so far this season is about three per cent less than 
last year but seven per cent above the 1930-39 average. The 
acreage is one per cent greater than last year and yields are 
four per cent less, indicating a less favorable season to date 
from a production standpoint. 


Freight Forwarder Legislation Reported 


The House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
this week reported favorably, in a completely amended 
fashion, Senate bill (S. 210) for the regulation of freight 


forwarders. The amended bill provides, through specific 
language in the definition of “freight forwarders,” that the 
proposed regulation will not apply “(1) to the operations 
of a shipper, or a group or association of shippers, in con- 
solidating or distributing freight for themselves or for the 
members thereof, on a nonprofit basis, for the purpose of 
securing the benefits of carload, truckload, or other volume 
rates, or (2) to the operations of a warehouseman or other 
shippers’ agent, in consolidating or distributing pool cars, 
whose services and responsibilities to shippers in connection 
with such operations are confined to the terminal area in 
which such operations are performed.” 


Fruits and Vegetables in Cold Storage 


August 1 Stocks of Frozen Vegetables Smaller than Year 
Ago—Fruit Stocks Are Larger than Last Year 


August 1 stocks of frozen vegetables totaled 71,308,000 
pounds, which was 627,000 pounds less than those of a 
year earlier, and 14,101,000 pounds more than the total for 
July 1, 1941, according to figures compiled by the Agri- 
cultural Marketing Service. Snap beans, sweet corn, peas, 
and unclassified vegetables were increased during the month; 
all other items showed decreases. 


Stocks of frozen fruits totaled 172,666,000 pounds on Au- 
gust 1, 1941, an inerease of 52,099,000 pounds during July. 
Holdings also were 21,701,000 more than shown on August 
1, 1940, 


The following table, compiled by A.M.S., gives detailed 
figures and comparisons by commodities on holdings of both 
fruits and vegetables: 

July 1, Aug. 1, 
1941 
1,000 
pounds 
3.376 
4,731 
6.061 


Frozen Favrira: 
Blackberries 
Blueberries 


Other vegetables 
Classification not reported 


Alaska Salmon Pack Report 


The following figures on the Alaska salmon pack, as re- 
ported by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, show the pack 
by districts and species through August 9, 1941, except 
where noted: 


DisTRict Coho Chum 
Cases Cases 


1,827 40,332 


Pink 
Cases 


King 
Cases 


Red 


Bristol Baye... . 
Alaska Peninsula: 
North 


Cook Inlet«..... 30,586 
Vrince Wm.Sound* 3,358 
Copper River 

Yakutat 

ley Strait 


$18,273 


135,382 
465 542 


0.185 17.655 

Frozen 
Beans, lima....... 5.540 3,888 
Spinach 3.050 2.813 
2,000 3.553 2.741 
3,251 3.280 6,310 
_—s 
Cm Cm 
......... 2,882 560,807 623.868 
83 176 35,050 40,854 
South side... 16,255 147,472 207.727 3.005 4.360 828 
14.381 11,482 206 49.224 76,206 
Kodiak 6.706 46.330 430,521 86.554 570,70 
O44 35,048 27,319 90,368 207,265 
4.300) «104.815 4.154 286,721 
34 368 38.650 
170 3.703 763 17,568 22,203 
15,452 177,079 230 8.565 208,036 
Western. . 16,280 45,863 348.345 306, 14,235 425,088 
Eastern......... 6,200 52,100 330,171 107 8.650 307,288 
Wrangell........ 11,319 23,824 10 24.706 378,132 

South Prince of 
Wales Island.. 15.955 11,606 36 7,008 170,047 
Southern........ 17,281 36,302 31,807 561,177 
Totals...... 134,160 535,820 2,628,171 40,081 1,078,122 4,416,363 

Final. 
* Through August 2. 


8582825: 


E2282 
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Maximum Pig Tin Prices Established 


Maximum prices for pig tin on and after August 16, 1941, 
were established by the Office of Price Administration and 
Civilian Supply by an order announced August 15. The 
maximum price for Grade A tin—99.08 per cent or higher 
percentage of purity—is set at 52 cents per pound. Prices for 
lower grades also were fixed, ranging down to 51 cents per 
pound for tin below 99 per cent purity. The maximum prices 
are, in the case of foreign pig tin, ex dock or store, Port of 
New York, and in the case of domestic pig tin, ex producer's 
plant. Differentials were established also for sales in lots of 
less than five gross tons. 

Firm commitments entered into prior to August 16 for 
sales at prices higher than maximum may be completed at 
contract prices provided that full details of such commit- 
ments are reported by the seller to O.P.A.C.S. on or before 
August 31 and provided that all deliveries are completed on 
or before December 31. 

Every person making purchases or sales of pig tin on 
or after August 16 is required to retain complete and accu- 
rate monthly records for a period of five years, open to the 
inspection of O.P.A.C.S. 


Hearings Continue on Price and Tax Bills 


The Senate Finance Committee and the House Committee 
on Banking and Currency on Friday completed a second 
week of public hearings on two highly important pieces of 
legislation, the new tax bill and the administration's proposed 
price control measure. 


The Senate Committee’s hearings on the $3,200,000,000 
revenue-raising bill were opened by the Treasury Depart- 
ment's recommendation for further reductions in the in- 
dividual income-tax exemptions, mandatory use of the in- 
vested-capital method of computing taxable income for 
excess-profits tax purposes, and increases in estate and gift 
tax rates, These and other Treasury proposals were pre- 
sented to the Committee as means to increase the estimated 
returns from the bill to over $3,500,000,000, Representatives 
of business organizations and investment groups are now 
appearing before the Committee. 

Leon Henderson, administrator of the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration and Civilian Supply, his general counsel and 
chief economist, thus far have been the only witnesses to 
testify at the House hearings on the price-control bill. The 
hearings adjourned Friday subject to the call of the chair- 
man. However, it is expected that the Committee will re- 
sume taking testimony following termination of the House 
recess, about September 15. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 


Carlot Shipments as Reported to the Agricultural Marketing 
Service by Common Carriers 


Supplies of snap and lima beans and tomatoes on the 
fresh market for the week ending August 9, 1941, were 
smaller than for the corresponding week in 1940, but supplies 
of green peas were larger, according to the Agricultural 
Marketing Service, as evidenced by carlot shipments. 

Supplies of citrus fruits also were larger for the week 
ending August 9 this year than for the same period last year. 


The following table, compiled from statistics of the 
A. M. S., gives detailed comparisons of carlot shipments on 
certain dates of selected vegetables and fruits: 


Week ending—- 


Trade Commission Issues Price Complaints 


The Electrical Alloy Section of the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association, New York; two of the section 
officers; and five member-firms are charged in a complaint 
issued by the Federal Trade Commission with entering into 
and carrying out an agreement having the effect of restricting 
and hindering price competition. In another case, the Com- 
mission has issued a complaint charging The Curtiss Candy 
Co., Chicago, with knowingly inducing manufacturers of 
corn syrup to discriminate in price in favor of itself and 
with knowingly receiving the benefits of price discrimination 
from some of such manufacturers, contrary to the Robinson- 
Patman Act. 

In the first complaint, it is charged that the respondents 
fixed and maintained identical prices, uniform discounts 
and other conditions for the sale of alloy wire; that the 
manufacturers filed their price lists with the association, 
which is charged with having disseminated such informa- 
tion between and among them; that uniform bids have been 
submitted, the effect of which has been to suppress and 
prevent price competition and to achieve uniform prices and 
monopoly in sales. 

The complaint against the candy company alleges, among 
other things, that it induced corn syrup manufacturers to 
make unauthorized deductions from invoice prices when 
remitting, and sought to obtain the concurrence of the 
suppliers in such action by informing them that competitive 
syrup manufacturers were then selling such syrup to the 
respondent at the price resulting after the respondent had 
made the deduction, when in fact such sales had not been 
made to the respondent. 


F.T.C, Cites Paper Trade Association 


Charges of combination and conspiracy to restrain com- 
petition and trade in the sale of “bogus” paper have been 
issued by the Federal Trade Commission against the Stay 
Die Cutters Association, N. Y. C., its secretary, a manu- 
facturer, three distributors, and seven operators of stay die 
cutting businesses. “Bogus” paper is a product cut by dies 
into stays that are used chiefly in lining handbags and 
pocketbooks. 


The complaint alleges that the respondent die cutters 
organized the association to assist in carrying out the com- 
bination and conspiracy, that through the respondent associa- 
tion they allocate among themselves all new and prospective 
customers, furnish the association with lists of their customers 
and the name of any customer delinquent in his accounts, 


Season total to— 
},000 Aug. 9, Aug. 9, Aug. 2, Aug. 9, Aug. 9, 
VEGETABLES 1940 141 1041 1940 1041 
Beans, snap and lima..... 17 10 2 4,004 3,760 
| for Tomatoens............... 107 73 87 16,539 100 
\gri- 246 274 303 4,579 4,186 
18 18 26 5,632 5,179 
eas, ee 451 400 304 30,603 30,550 
nth; rRUuiTS 
Citrus, domestic......... 2,506 2,743 2,839 139,020 153,148 
1 7 0 1 7 
Au- Others, domestic......... 5,277 4,432 5,730 23,119 23,400 
July. 
niled 
both 
g. 
M1 
000 
unds 
781 
is re- 
pack 
ccept 
Total 
10, 84 
828 
206 
10,70 
721 
600 
22, 203 
18, 036 
088 
17 288 
78,132 
70 
51,177 
16, 363 { 
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refuse to sell any customer who has become delinquent 
in his accounts with any other member, restrict their pur- 
chases of paper to the respondent manufacturer and dis- 
tributors, and, under association auspices, hold meetings at 
which they fix and establish prices, terms, discounts and 
charges for their respective products. 


Methods for Applying Tomato Fertilizers 


Extended experiments with canning tomatoes, conducted at 
the New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, Geneva, 
have shown that placing fertilizers down deep in the soil 
where the plant food material will be completely accessible 
to the plant roots insures more early tomatoes and greater 
total yields, as well as economy in labor and time. 


Broadcasting fertilizer and then discing it in requires con- 
siderably more time and labor than other methods and re- 
sults, as measured by yields, are not nearly so satisfactory, 
according to this Station. Evidence also is cited to show that 
even the most efficient discing does not put the fertilizer deep 
enough in the soil to make the plant food completely ac- 
cessible to the plant roots. 

Better results have been obtained, it is said, where the 
fertilizer for tomatoes is plowed under with a green manure 
crop of sweet clover about three weeks before the plants are 
set in the field, or where it is drilled in at least four inches 
deep in the final preparation of the land, or where it is 
applied in bands 24% inches to the side of the row and four 
inches deep. This latter method of application gave larger 
early yields and larger total yields of tomatoes from only 
200 pounds of fertilizer than where 600 pounds were drilled 
in or plowed under and considerably better yields than where 
600 pounds were broadcast and disced in. 


Although the plowing under of fertilizers has been ad- 
vocated as especially effective where periods of drought are 
likely to be encountered, the Geneva Station experiments with 
tomatoes in 1940 indicated that it also is an effective method 
of application in seasons of abundant rainfall. With the 
rainfall considerably below normal at Geneva thus far this 
season, the field experiments already are showing striking 
differences in favor of plowing under the fertilizer or drilling 
it in deeply. 


Bureau of Plant Industry Report 


Investigations of the Bureau of Plant Industry of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture in general include (1) plant 
breeding and the introduction of useful new plants with a 
view to improving quality, developing disease resistance, and 
adapting crops to climatic, soil, and economic conditions; 
(2) the study of plant diseases as a basis for their control; 
(3) improvement of cultural and handling methods to lessen 
cost of production and assure better products for the con- 
sumer and better returns for the producer; and (4) the study 
of fertilizers and soils, including the systematic surveying 
and mapping of the svils of the country as an aid to better 
utilization. 

Although certain long-range projects continue year after 
year, the research program is shifted readily to meet new or 
special problems as they arise. The cooperative relations of 
the Bureau with the State and territorial agricultural experi- 
ment stations provide a coordinated network of research 
agencies covering every section of the country and its posses- 


sions, every important soil type, and every crop grown com- 
mercially. 


Summaries of definite progress in certain phases of the 
current research of the Bureau are presented in an annual 
report, recently issued. Of particular interest to canners 
are the improvements reported in handling tomato plants for 
shipment, improvement in two wilt-resistant tomato varieties, 
development of an early wilt-resistant cabbage variety, and 
development of varieties of certain vegetables adapted for 
growing in the central great plains region. 


Red Pitted Cherry Pack in 1941 


The red pitted cherry pack in 1941 amounted to 2,042,614 
actual cases, compared with 3,422,873 cases in 1940 and 
3,154,721 cases in 1939, according to figures compiled by 
the Association's Division of Statistics. The figures are 
based on a summary of reports received from all canners 
known to have been packing red pitted cherries in 1941. 


The following table shows detailed figures of the packs 
for the three years: 
Reaion 
1941 


New York and Pennsylvania 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Ohio... 
Westerns 


No. 10's = Mine. Total 
Cases Cases Cases 
150.631 43,802 202,761 
707 312) 85.071 1.548.212 
140,140 24.313 201,641 


No. 2's 


008,002 153,276 2,042,614 


196,766 67,264 571,600 
796,868 67,832 2,435,600 
226,101 88,007 415.574 


New York and Pennsylvania. .... 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Ohio. . . 
Westerns 


219,735 224,003 3,422,873 
244,396 51,022 766,590 


506,409 34,520 2,119,876 
103,820 16,721 268.246 


New York and Pennsylvania. .... 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Ohio. . . 
Westerns 


“Includes Colorado, Idaho, Nebraska, Montana, Washington, Oregon, 
tah. 
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